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O noble Nicholson! who wast the prime
And leader among scholars of this time,
Of goodly knowledge widely thou didst strew,

Rendering unto Persia service true.

To Learning’s altar thou didst gladly bring
Thy very life, to be an offering,
And, that the speech of men might be more bright,
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Didst suffer darkness to o’ercome thy sight.

Full fifty years of labour and of pain
Thou didst endure, that ours might be the gain;
And, as thou didst applaud us all they days,

How richly thou hast merited our praise!

Like heavenly Venus, thy melodious pen
Made music to delight the hearts of men,
And, as the dawn gives birth unto the day,
So flashed thy spirit with effulgent ray.

The lightning that Sanai gave to thee

Flooded the darkened world with radiancy;
Shaikh Attar cried thee blessings, and approved
That thou didst recollect the saints he loved.

Thy pen adorned with musk-like tracery
The volume of the Sufi mystery,
Wherein thou didst with eloquence display

The rapture of those wanderers on the Way.

Of Persia’s wild ecstatics thou didst tell,
And of her pious saints thou spakest well;

The secret gnosis, that was hid from men,
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Thou didst declare, and madest known again.

To western souls, from mystic truths remote,
Its sacred mysteries thou didst denote;
Thy coin, with its stamp of knowledge true,

Men for good tender in that market knew.

A radiance from the Sun of Faith was drawn
By thee, and o’er the West behold! the dawn;
And soon the lustre of the Master’s speech

Through all the darknesses of space did reach.

Turning thy face from social life away,
Service sincere to Science thou didst pay,
With earnest perseverance labouring

Thy heart unsullied from the world to bring.

Love’s holy goblet made thy spirit whole,
And purity was dwelling in thy soul;
But passion’s potion, that was in the cup,

Was potent wine, and stirred much tumult up.

Before the radiance of the sun of Love

Thy soul, like dust, in humble dance did move;

When thou hadst heard Love’s sweet and mystic air,

Like to the rose thy garment thou didst tear;

YeY
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The force attractive of the World-to-be
Kindled and stirred thy heart to ecstasy,
So that it lighted jealous Passion’s flame

And wholly naughted Other in the same.

Whatever else appeared, the Truth beside,
Thy righteous sword assailed it, and it died:
The subtle doctrine of the Masnavi

Thy notes from all perplexities set free;

Such knots of speech or notion there involved
All by thy meditation were resolved,;
To print, to edit, to comment that song,

Whate’er thou didst, was nothing false or wrong.

Since all thy work was right, and all was true,
Who can declare, what moved thee so to do?
It was the East the Master held in thrall;

T was thou didst pay the debt, and free us all.

Now, since this World of Ruin brought thee pain,
It was thy will, the Deathless world to gain,
Above Earth’s low and many-coloured dome

To take thy refuge in the Viewless Home.
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The Bird Celestial from its cage was freed,
And spread its wings o’er Heaven’s immortal mead:
Thy loving friends, in desolation left,

Of thy dear face and presence are bereft.

And we, thy colleagues, overwhelmed by woe,
Can only mourn, and bend lamenting low:
Unto how many a heart thy death doth bring
A heavy load of grief and suffering!

How many a soul consumes in sorrow’s fire,
Or, drowned in mourning’s ocean, doth expire!
I never viewed thy face in outward sight,

That now is veiled forever from the light.

My heart had yearned some day to dwell with thee,
But now is doomed in banishment to be;
Why didst thou thus requite with anguish sore

My soul, thy comrade and thy friend of yore?

Stranger would never such injustice do
As thou has rendered to a comrade true!
Now God reward thee in His boundless grace

Who at this time to Him has turned thy face.
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