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2 Preshyterian Church 1921, p. 347.
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% RG 91-19-11-1, Report Teheran Hospital 1933.

3% RG 91-19-11-1. Report Medical Work Teheran 1934.
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Idem, Kermanshah Medical Report 1936.
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iy Sooial und Bducational Project == Karmanshah JAN oa 19 '

1944-85 i i y /‘
w3 = | SFCRm g
b “dur: education in Iran has 1 been known as & part of the Hadigal
é:;i:g thoo\uulon == and 'Just;;‘-o, for without our hospitals taking
the initiative in training their own nursing staffe, it would have baen
impossible to carry on the work with as high a standard of nursing as is
now carried on in meny of our hospitals, However, in line with the new
emphasis on sduoation for nurses in America, mors and more, we in Iren
are wanting To make Sur Schools of Wureing truly sdusational institutions.
just prior to the slosing of our sescondaly schoole for
girls in Iran, two of our hospitals, notably Tabriz and Resht, were able
to draw their student applicants in great measure from those Mission
Schools which Was a very happy arrangement, for the girls ocame with four
valuable assests which are now in large part lacking in studenta from
the government schools. In the first plecs, the girl had had a mumber of
years of oclose contaoct with American teachers and methods of teachings
They had, in a measure, learnsd how to study and how to think, rather
than to memorize and leern by rote. In the second placs, the girl was
usually keen to carry on her secondary education to the teuth class to
ot the American Sohool diploma before going on with her nursing cours®s
is produced a girl with adequate sducational backgrourd to go on o her
course in the hospital. In the third place, because she -had carried
her ! 53 * preliminary education to the tenth class,
ghe Was also older and more mature and able more easily to teke the
responsibility thrust upon her so quickly in the pralessional oourse.
And fourthly, during her years in the American School he had acquired
fairly good use of the English e and was therefore able to more
quickly learn to use the medical, solentific and pharmaceutioal terme
which were essential for her work and could in aome degree avail herself

of the help of Amerioan text books.

Now look at the typical present-day applicant to the School of Nursing

in Kermanshah, In the majority of ocases she has gone no farther than the

eixth grads in her preliminary education, There are gevaral rsasons for

this, She ig tired of studyinge That in itself should disqualify the

girl, for certainly she must be an eager student to make the most of

her opportunity in the School of Nursing. Perhaps, howevar, we sometimes

think that she just needs a chenge; that she will 1ike studying for this

more practical course, and we may give her a chance. ‘lharmcn for leavine

school may be that her parents are not financially able send her anymore:

or her parents do not themselves realize the value of education to the

girl end therefore are mot willing to carry the financial burden, Anotlsr

very important reason for stopping et the sixth grade in the Kermanshah

echools is this. The only girls' secondary school in the olty is a

government Normal School, and all the graduates of that school are

pledged t: teach for a certain numbar of years after finishing the elaventh

:::u. L n;tm."h we auggest that the girl go only through the ninth chss
thn. s er the Sohool of Nursing, she questions: "fhat's the use of that?"

!ﬁ.'mnt 0”;: 70::: are :;lt.d. for she gets no diploma at the end of the

s “n“““..lo. most ocases, the applio Gomes with only a sixth

The student applicant is also we !

ry often only fifte ars of age
ﬁ ::: ;.p:nnucn and maturity which are a0 'nlu-;l_o ror’: ?ﬁw '“““E !
. u-‘ iEcu-t of her make-up. But at least sha is eager and teachable,
v ‘omagk“d .'mrm youth 1s in some ways a handioap, it is not wikhout

During the years
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ges studied no forsign language, for

Aleo the nuw appiicant has in mest ok
the curriculum

ths study of Fnglish or Fronch 38 not introduced into
uptil the saventh class. Perhips the girl will say that shs has studied
Fnglish at home, but upon investigation it will be discovered that sha
hag jearaed tha alphabet and read the first five pages of "First Book"
and she virtually kuows no Pnglishe :

* School, so6 ever since the

Now Karmanshah has nover hed s Mission Girls
the applicents have been

begimning of tha School of Nursing in 1932,
eimilar to thoas just descrived, and duricg the sntire life of the school,
there hava posaibly not been mors than Five studemts with ninth grede
odugation or the equivalent, so in the spring of 1943 when the writer was
ready to onroll a ne¥ slass, she felt & great urge to somehow oarry the
aducation to a higher level. A complete record of the vioissitudes of

the two yrars rollswing that decision e beyond the province of this report,

but & brief summary of results to date may be of interest.
nos that time with the understanding

ninth grade edvcation, the length of
inatead of the usual thrasa. The

seven s tudente hav e been enrolled si
that for any applicant with less than

the nursing course will be four years
oxtra year is to allow time for the gtudents to take the 7th, 8th, and

9th cless (escondary ashool) subjects as well s the nursing oourse,

FPheoraciorily the student would spend et lenst the first six months

study only the above mentioned school subjects and take a very heevy

sourse (10 hours a week was given) in English before gotting-involved

in strictly nursing sducation, Because the seven students for the most

part all entered at different times and with different levels of eduocation
hem sorted out into homogeneous olasses has

the task of trying to get t
been a real ocne. Iwo of the students have since left the course, finding

it to be too much of & iced. CI the repaining five, two entered with

only sixth olass oertificate and are now half way through the eighth grede
work (we hope, though exemination returns are still outstanding), and the
last three to enter had all Pinished the seventh class before antering
and are now going along in the oighth grade work 8 schedulasd. One

more student has been enrolled during the past year who had completed

the tenth grade, and it has been a joy to have at least one who has been
oarrying & normal ooursé. '

The €ifficulties have been great. In the first lace, it is diffioult

to find a good Iranian teacher at a price which Bo ou': aff. 4. The girls

g:n not oonsider the Persian studies an integral part of the nureing ocourse,

ors ‘:h not care whether they grasp the material or not. The teacher or

it' other hand, refuses to fall any student in a subjeot, and therefore

: }l diffioult to get work of a high standard done in +hese :lasses,

thoI:'e:: th; courses have been taught by Amerioan o.llwagues and in

e :l. uve b;o:hnry satisfactory. In order to try to give the

e d:'; °d e importance of thssa oourses, and = realization

e 0{ O:vl t’-uono as & part of the nursing oourse, a sot of final

’M‘W < e 8 q\l’l On; on the eighth grad¢ subjects has hesn requested

b 7 Pt n;' 'o:l"t: those £inal examinations have just been oomplatad

by B i J‘ng :hh. results. (The papers were sent to Teh.ran for
ke I.don‘ ;n at happens if sll the girls fail all the

:"n“"‘" + ”":. rcport.m. Further comment on that matter wil) follow

Also it g difficult to find the time
for all these ext tud tws .
m ::o:.l.nog: :h-t they could be completed during the ‘!-‘:r:t H:.y'l::.
eoome apparent that 1t will take a lomger time than that.
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39 RG 91-19-28, Kermanshah Westminster Hospital 1933; Idem, Kermanshah Westminster
Hospital 1933-1934; Idem, Kermanshah Medical Report 1937; Idem, Kermanshah
Westminster Hospital 1938; Idem, Kermanshah Westminster Hospital Kermanshah 1938-
39; Idem, The Westminster Hospital Bulletin. vol. 2/1. October 1939; Idem, Kermanshah
Westminster Hospital 1944-45; Government of Great Britain 1945, p. 410.
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41 RG 280-1-10, Report Daulatabad Medical Work 1938-1939.
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% RG 91-19-9, Resht Hospital Report, 1937-38.
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